Coming Before 

The Holy God
For those who want more of Him…
a personal time of reflection and confession

Coming Before The Holy God

(Scripture from NKJV and NIV) 

I talk to so many people who desperately want to hear from God.  Are you one of them?  Do you want to hear His voice?  Do you want to follow Him?  Do you want His guidance?  Do you want His protection?  

Who is He?
He IS God.   You say you want to hear from Him…..   Are you ready?
We know He is all good (Ps 119:68) and completely wise (Job 9:4). We know His ways are best (Ps128:1), and He goes before us (Deut 31:8).  We know as we submit more of our lives to Him we find greater peace, hope and joy (Rom 8:6) .   So of course, we want to hear from Him.   Some of us are desperate to hear from Him.   He is the Alpha and Omega, The Great I AM, the Comforter, the Prince of Peace, the Lion of Judah, the Most High God, the King of Kings, the Savior, The Perfect Lamb, Jehovah, and He is Completely HOLY.
He is HOLY.

Do YOU want to come near a Holy God?  Do you want to hear from Him?  Do you really?  Do you know what you ask?  

 1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: 

 2 “Who is this who darkens counsel
      By words without knowledge? 

 3 Now prepare yourself like a man;
      I will question you, and you shall answer Me.” (Job 38)

Job 40

   
3 Then Job answered the LORD and said: 

 4 “ Behold, I am vile;
      What shall I answer You? 
      I lay my hand over my mouth. 

 5 Once I have spoken, but I will not answer;
      Yes, twice, but I will proceed no further.” 

God’s Challenge to Job

   
6 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: 

 7 “Now prepare yourself like a man;
      I will question you, and you shall answer Me: 

 8 “ Would you indeed annul My judgment?
      Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? 

 9 Have you an arm like God?
      Or can you thunder with a voice like His? 

 10 Then adorn yourself with majesty and splendor,
      And array yourself with glory and beauty. 

 11 Disperse the rage of your wrath;
      Look on everyone who is proud, and humble him. 

 12 Look on everyone who is proud, and bring him low;
      Tread down the wicked in their place. 

 13 Hide them in the dust together,
      Bind their faces in hidden darkness. 

 14 Then I will also confess to you
      That your own right hand can save you.”
Just like Job, when we look upon THE Holy God, we (you and I) must come to the conclusion that we are completely vile, utterly powerless, and unable to save ourselves.
You and I are sinners.   We know our sins, yes our secret sins; and when we look at ourselves and behold the Holy One we have no response except that of Isaiah:

 1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to another and said:

      “ Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
      The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

 4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.
5 So I said: 
   “ Woe is me, for I am undone! 
      Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
      And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; 
      For my eyes have seen the King, 
      The LORD of hosts.” Isa 6:1-5

To come into THE HOLY GOD’s presence, to hear His voice, would surely kill us ….except for His precious Son.  

Have you trusted the Blood of the sinless, perfect Lamb, Jesus Christ and Him alone (not your works, your religion, your try-to-be better) as your only way to come near a Holy God?  

If so, will you thank God?  … Please stop… and really, really praise The Great I AM for making a way for you, for your salvation right now.  Do you realize the enormity of the Holy Father, God who has everything, needed nothing… including our love… giving His only Son for a people who had rejected Him?    

Oh Praise Him!   He Alone is Worthy of ALL Praise and Glory!!
Now is the time to draw near to the One who knows all things, who sees all things, who goes before you and whose desire is to bless you (yes, YOU!) exceedingly, abundantly beyond all you can ask or imagine (Eph 3:20) 
Of course you want to draw near to HIM!

Yet, to draw near THE ONE TRUE GOD we must reverently regard Him as Holy.  Read Leviticus 10:3 below.   Soak it in.    

‘By those who come near Me 
      I must be regarded as holy; 
      And before all the people 
      I must be glorified.’” 
Indeed, God is Holy.  He alone is HOLY.    He must be glorified.  He will be glorified!  If you are a Christian, God lives inside of you, and you are to live in such a way as to give Him glory.
WAIT… STOP… did you read too quickly over that last sentence?  The God of the Universe, The Holy One, Jehovah really lives inside of you!  

I Cor 3:16

16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.
You (fill in your name) are His temple.  

Does that not shake you to the core?   This isn’t a figure of speech.  Those aren’t just words.   The King of the Universe, The Alpha and Omega, The Holy One of God lives inside of you!  Right now… this minute… The HOLY SPIRIT is inside of you.   HE is God.   He isn’t just some aloof, ghostly, figure of speech… He is the third part (and in no means a lesser part) of the HOLY Trinity.   
Do your actions, your words, your thoughts, reflect this incredible truth?   He is with you… do you live like you know that?   Do you talk and think like you know that?  Do you watch movies, behave at work, and hang out with people who know you know that?   Do you love others?  Do you turn the other cheek?  Do you love the unlovely?
Do you daily seek to bring this God Who-is-in-you glory?  
Yes, we all occasionally “step in” sin but… but I am asking you …Are you walking (as a habit) in darkness or in light??


5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. (I John 1:5-6)
As you reflect over this, what sin has The HOLY Father brought to your mind?  
If you want more, if you want to press on, if you want to grow even one centimeter closer to a Holy God, if you want to leave this exercise with more than just an emotion that will not last… If you want more freedom, more joy, more power to walk the hard roads…if you want to feel God’s peace and hear from Him, what sin is holding you back???  
What is preventing you from “going on” with God??
Friend, don’t you know God has more for you?  He is ready for you to move on!  
 1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? (I Cor 3:1-3)
Is there envy, strife, and divisions among you?  Is there someone you need to forgive?  Do you need to go to someone right now?  Friend, you cannot expect more, you cannot go on to “solid food”, to all God has in store for you if you are holding on to sin.   Oh, confess it!  He is faithful and just to cleanse you from all unrighteousness!
7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. (I John 1:5-10)
What has God brought to your mind?  You know He has shown you something.  Are you ready to lay that burden down for something exceedingly, abundantly more than you can ask or imagine?  Don’t you want to give Him glory?  You absolutely cannot give Him glory if you are holding on to sin in your life.   Confess it.  Turn from it!  God is faithful and just to forgive it.   He cannot lie (Titus 1:2).
And our God, who cannot lie, tells you something else you need to know …you have an enemy.   Satan is like a prowling lion.  He has come to kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10).  You need to know ….he doesn’t want you to walk away from sin that is keeping you from all God has for you. (God wants you to have life and have it to the full (John 10:10 second part).  The enemy doesn’t want God to use you, and he certainly does not want you to bring Him glory.   The Bible says Satan is the father of all lies (John 8:44) He is probably whispering right now… “you don’t have to apologize to her.” or “ She doesn’t deserve your forgiveness.” Or “  You’ve always had a temper.  You can’t walk away from that.” Or “  You have always blown it… and you always will.”  
GARBAGE!!! You CAN come before The GREAT I AM clean.  You NEED to come before The HOLY GOD clean.  
Clean!  You can come before Him clean!  

Is the enemy telling you, you cannot?

Will you refute those lies?   You can quench the fiery darts of the wicked one (Eph 6:16).  You are no longer in bondage to sin.   If the Son has set you free – YOU are free indeed! (John 8:36)   3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. (2 Cor 10:3-5)
Oh friend, aren’t you excited to draw near our wonderful, powerful, HOLY Father?  He must be regarded as Holy by those who want to draw near Him.  
If you regard Him as Holy, will you bow your head?  Get down on your face… if you are so bold.   

Pray to Him to show you your sin, confess that sin to Him, and agree with Him that it is wrong.  Thank Him that He has given you the power, HOLY SPIRIT power to walk away from what is holding you back to greater freedom for you and more glory for HIM.   
Ask THE MOST HIGH GOD to forgive you and to prepare your heart for what He has to say to you.  

Now thank Him.  Do you feel that burden lifted?  

…Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.(John 8:36)   It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  Gal 5:1)  

 Rejoice in your freedom!  

And prepare your heart… as you regard God as Holy, you will be draw near to Him and The MOST HIGH GOD, THE HOLY GOD will speak… He will speak to you.
……Are you ready??
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